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promises. Something I must do to satisfy them,
and this will keep me busy up to Easter; then I
shall be able to look round me and decide upon my
future course. Perhaps wo shall go to Italy for
April and May, and then wo should have a chance
of seeing you on otir passage through Paris. Poli-
tics occupied me much during the first half of this
year. The chief work I have done was a political
article for the Nineteenth Century. Tho title of
the article will give you ;i notion of the lino 1
took; the title was "The Nadir of Liberalism."
In the last months of Mr. Gladstone's Government
the Liberal party did indeed reach its lowest, its
nadir. The result of the elections gave me inde-
scribable relief. The political prospect, however,
is still very anxious. I confess I do not look for-
ward to any close alliance of this country with
France, the character and aspirations of the two
nations have become so different, and are daily
becoming moire so. But that is no reason why
they should not live peaceably side by side. You
mention M. P&aut; if you see him, pray ascertain
whether he received a copy of my Report on Foreign
^Schools. Much as I dislike the jacobinisms aulori-
taire of your Ministry of Education, I like and
admire M. P^caut, and have endeavoured to do
justice to him in my Report. You do not mention
Kenan's Abbesse; he has been on the penle tending
towards such a production some time. I
that outside of France he has almost aaauHed, by
that production, his influence as a serious writer,
which is a pity. I am republishing St. Pw& and